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REMARKS 

The Office Action dated May 17, 2006, has been received and carefully 
reviewed. The preceding amendments and the following remarks form a full and 
complete response thereto. Claim 1 is amended. No new matter has been added. 
Claims 1-14 are pending in this application and are submitted for reconsideration. 

Claims 1-8, 10-12 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hendrickson (U.S. Patent No. 6,328,552) in view of Hinterlechner 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,876,765). Claims 9 and 13 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hendrickson in view of Hinterlechner, and further in view of 
Watkins (U.S. Patent No. 6,537,053). The Applicants respectfully traverse the 
rejections and submit that claims 1-14 recite subject matter not disclosed or suggested 
by the combination of cited prior art. 

Claim 1 , upon which claims 2-14 depend, defines a standardized modular system 
for moulds of injection moulding machine. The system includes an injection assembly, 
an ejection assembly, a mould, mould inserts, and first and second adapter means. 
The injection assembly is provided with a plurality of injectors for injection of plastic 
material into the mould. The ejection assembly is provided with a plurality of ejectors for 
ejection of the moulded item from the mould. The mould includes a fixed mould half 
associated with the injection assembly, and a movable mould half associated with the 
ejection assembly and movable from a mould closed position wherein the plastic 
material is injected into the mould to a mould open position wherein the item formed by 
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the mould is ejected. Female mould inserts and male mould inserts are removably 
mounted in special seats formed respectively in a female mould plate of the fixed mould 
half and in a male mould plate of the movable mould half so as to be modularly 
composable and decomposable, according to the item to be moulded. The first adapter 
means includes removably mounted inserts that are disposed, interchangeably, 
between the injection assembly and the fixed mould half so as to allow the arrangement 
of the injectors of the injection assembly to be varied. The second adapter means is 
disposed, interchangeably, between the ejection assembly and the movable mould half 
so as to allow the arrangement of the ejectors of the ejector assembly to be varied. 
The combination of prior art fails to disclose or suggest the claimed arrangement. 

The Applicant submits tha t Hendrickson fails to disclose any adapter means as 
claimed in the present invention. Hendrickson discloses a mold base 10 comprising two 
receiving sections 14, 16 that receive different mold inserts 100, 102. The upper 
receiving section 16 has multiple sprue openings to receive injection nozzles. In 
contrast to the present invention, in Hendrickson, if the arrangement of the injection 
nozzles is to be varied, the entire receiving section 16 must be changed. It is to be 
noted that the receiving section 16 is very expensive, since it is precisely machined 
(column 5, lines 1-3). 

The Applicant submits that the receiving section 16 of Hendrickson corresponds 
to the female mold plate 30 of the present invention. The main object of the present 
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invention is to prevent the change of the expensive female mold plate 30, when the 
arrangement of the injector is varied. This object is achieved, inter alia, by providing the 
first adapter means comprising inserts 8. Hendrickson lacks this claimed feature and it 
would not have been obvious to add this feature to Hendrickson. 

Hinterlechner fails to cure the deficiencies of Hendrickson. As admitted in the 
Office Action (at page 4) Hinterlechner fails to disclose any first adapter means. See 
also the Applicant's arguments, which were accepted by the Examiner, at pages 3-4 of 
its previous response. 

In addition, Hinterlechner fails to disclose the second adapter means. In fact, 
the ceramic sleeve 19A disclosed in is not an adapter means. The ceramic sleeve 19A 
surrounds the injection head 12 in order to protect it from the high temperatures during 
the injection step. This ceramic sleeve 19A is not an adapter used to adapt the position 
of the inserts 5, 6 and the distance between the plates of the first assembly. In fact, the 
ceramic sleeve 19A is not in contact with the inserts 5, 6 and the distance between the 
mounting plate 4 and the temperature plate 2 is fixed by the size of the mold carrier 
plate 3 and not by the size of the sleeve 19A. 

Watkins fails to cure any of the above-described deficiencies in the cited-prior art. 

Thus, in view of the foregoing, the Applicant submits that the combination of cited 
prior art fails to disclose or suggest each and every feature of claim 1 , upon which 
claims 2-14 depend. 
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With respect to the dependent claims, the Applicant submits that the sleeve 19A 
cannot operate as a temperature adjusting means because it does not provide any 
channels in which a refrigerator fluid can flows, wherein said fluid can be controlled by a 
control program of the machine. Therefore, the dependent claims are patentable for at 
least this additional reason. 

Hence, in view of the foregoing, the Applicant submits that the combination of 
cited prior art fails to disclose or suggest each and every element of each of claims 1- 
14. Accordingly, the Applicant requests that all rejections be withdrawn and that claims 
1-14 be allowed. 

If for any reason the Examiner determines that the application is not now in 
condition for allowance, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner contact, by 
telephone, the Applicant's undersigned attorney at the indicated telephone number to 
arrange for an interview to expedite the disposition of this application. 
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In the event that this paper is not timely filed, the Applicant respectfully petitions 
for an appropriate extension of time. Any fees for such an extension together with any 
additional fees may be charged to Counsel's Deposit Account No. 02-2135. 

Respectfully submitted, 



^ ft set. 
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